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            This Month's Activities

Nov 10 LSPS Bridge and General Meetings
1800 & 1900
Old Salt Marine
1922 US Hwy 98N, Lakeland

Nov 12 Salt Water Tackle Expo
Marine Supply - Winter Haven

Porter-McGrath Center

 --   Upcoming events   --
Dec 8 LSPS Annual Christmas Dinner

Zhora's Restaurant
(see Admin. Officer's article)

Jan 23 LSPS Change of Watch
Lakeland Yacht and Country Club

March 5-7 Orange Cup Regatta
Lake Hollingsworth, Lakeland
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Fraternal greetings and happy
November to all. The Holiday Season is
here, with Halloween just behind us
and Thanksgiving just ahead. A very
busy time of year indeed.

Our very busy Education
Department will be taking a much
deserved break from our public
education courses, but much time will

be devoted to planning next year’s
calendar. Our annual Christmas dinner
will be coming up shortly, and planning

for our annual Change of Watch will be
picking up steam. A very active time of
year, for sure.

The weekend of November 7 and 8
was the annual Roar ‘N’ Soar at Fantasy of
Flight. Thanks to all who volunteered to
take part is this important fund raising and
public relations event. Working alongside
each other, and our partners at the Winter
Haven Nautical Club, is always time well
spent. Nancy and I did not attend the
District 22 C&R at Burnt Store, so we
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wereable join in and help at Roar ’N’ Soar. Bob Beckner and P/C John
Valich did an outstanding job preparing for this event.  The Squadron
again sends them a very big THANK YOU!

Following immediately after Roar ‘N’ Soar, we will be having
another public relations/fund raising event. On Thursday, Nov.12th we will
participate in Marine Supply of Winter Haven’s Salt Water Tackle Expo
We will be dispensing beer, donated by Bernie Little Dist. in Lakeland, for
donations by those attending. Although we will not, technically, be selling
beer, we have obtained a one day permit from the State of Florida to do so.
As of this writing, Bob Beckner, Judy Larson, and I have volunteered. We
will be able to hand out literature and talk to those attending about our
Squadron. The time will be from about 1600 to about 2100. If you are
interested in taking part, please give me a call at 863-899-8731.

Soon after that comes a chance to relax and enjoy each other’s company. Our annual Christmas dinner
will be on Dec. 8th at Zohra’s Restaurant in Lakeland. Plan to be there for what promises to be a very nice
evening.  Then, of course, our annual Change of Watch is coming on January 23rd at the Lakeland Yacht and
Country Club.

Mark your calendar now for the annual Orange Cup Regatta. Once again, it will be held on the first
weekend of March. That will be Friday, March 5th-Sunday, March 7th.

Many thanks to Lt/C Tom and Lt/C Judy Larson for opening
their lovely home for our annual chili dinner in October. A larger
than average turn out enjoyed a delicious meal and great
camaraderie.  Thanks again Tom and Judy!

We returned from the
Fall Conference with the
Clearwater Educational
Achievement Trophy. This
trophy is given to the Squadron
with the highest percentage of
members completing advanced grade classes. This is the same trophy we
came home with in the spring, which we returned in the fall, and then
brought back again. Thanks to all members who took advanced classes,
Seamanship, Piloting, and Advanced Piloting, and to the instructors who
made this happen. We also won an Honorable Mention for the Apollo
Boating Safety Award. This is the first time, in my recollection, this
Squadron has won any kind of safety award. Thanks to P/C John Valich, all

of our vessel inspectors, and D/Lt/C Dick Littrell for getting the paper work in on time.

On November 10th, 2009 we will have our monthly meeting at Old Salt Marine at 1900, preceded by the
Executive Committee at 1800. The address is 1916 Hwy. 98 N in Lakeland. The room is at the north end of the
complex, next to the Direct Mail office. Old Salt Marine has offered this facility to us for our meetings and

classes. Come and check it out, we hope to see all of you there!
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The year is winding down. We have a couple of great events ahead of us, let’s all sign up for the Christmas
Party. It should be a blast!

December 8 – Christmas Party:   Don’t miss this year’s Christmas Party / meeting.  Join us for a great
meal in a private dining room at Zohra’s in Lakeland.  You have four choices for a fixed price.  For $25.00
per person, you can get a salad, entree, desert, and non-alcoholic beverages.  Choices of entrees are:

v Grouper w/Picatta Sauce

v New York Strip Steak w/Burgundy Demi Glaze

v Pecan Encrusted Chicken

v Chicken Marsala

You may choose order from the menu if you want to try something else.  Beer and Wine are also available.

If you want to learn more about Zohra’s, go to zohraslakeside.com.

Please make sure you let us know if you are coming to the Christmas dinner.  We’ll need to give Zohra's a
head count 4 days in advance.  Please call Judy Larson at 863-393-6897.

Also, we’ll be doing a White Elephant gift exchange.  Bring a wrapped gift valued at less than $10 for this
swap.

This is going to be a great evening…don’t miss it!

Burgees: We have just received a new shipment of the Lakeland Sail and Power Squadron Burgees.  Cost
is $20.  If you would like to purchase a Burgee, please call or email Tom at 863-393-6896, tom@ona-
gwynne.com.

Contact P/C John Valich, P, P/C
Fred Guard, AP, or D/Lt/C Dick
Littrell, JN,  for your free vessel
safety check.



Boat Operator's Certification Pr ogram
Background and Overview

With the Boat Operator’s Certification Program, USPS will certify USPS members at various levels of
recreational boating proficiency.  We expect these certifications will be recognized across the boating
community, both domestically and internationally.  In the United States, The United States Coast Guard (USCG)
has asked congress to authorize the Transportation Secretary to establish requirements for standards of
proficiency for recreational boaters.  We intend to have USPS certification accepted as the above stated proof
and be accepted as the national certificate for the USA.

Regarding international recognition, we plan to have certain USPS certifications meet or exceed the
requirements of UN Resolution 40, International Certificate for the Operation of Pleasure Craft.  Under this
resolution, boaters holding national certificates will be able to obtain international certification, much like
licensed drivers can obtain international drivers licenses.

USPS currently plans four levels of Boat Operator Certification:

· Inland Navigator

· Coastal Navigator

· Advanced Coastal Navigator

· Offshore Navigator

Requirements

Certification at any level requires successful completion of all prescribed elements including:

· USPS courses - completions are tracked at USPS Headquarters

· USPS and/or non-USPS seminars - signed off by instructor and tracked at Headquarters

· Skill demonstrations on the water or, in some cases, ashore - signed-off by trained certifier and tracked at
headquarters (some are US Sailing programs)

To be certified, a member must be at least 16 years of age, be mentally and physically capable of operating a
boat, and have sufficient visual and auditory sensory ability to do so. Holding a driver’s license will suffice to
certify meeting these requirements.

There is a complete and thorough explanation of the requirements and benefits of this certification on the USPS
web-site.  See you at the next meeting!
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Editor's Note:  Since this edition was late, I was able to include some pictures of
the Roar -N- Soar activities on Saturday and Sunday , November 7 and 8, 2009.
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Commander Mike cookin' those juicy angus burgers at Roar -N- Soar


