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Commander's
Message

Cdr. Mike Hall, P

As this is being

written, March is coming in like a lion!
If the old tale is true, then it should exit

like a lamb, but we will have to wait

until the end of the month to find out for

sure. It seems as thouwgfinter refuses
to let go completelybut Spring will
arrive soon enougls you are reading

this, the annual Orange Cup Regatta is
just about to happeithanks in advance
to all who signed up to work, and have

fun, at this important fund raising and
public relations event.

Commander Mike and P/C David Smith prepare to
attach decals to our newly painted consession trailer.

\Volume 54 Issue 3

Our annual Change &Yatch has come
and gone. Congratulations to all incoming
Bridge/Executive Committee members. |
look forward to serving with each of you
in this comingWatchYear

Our next meeting will be ohuesday10
March, 2009 at 1900 at the McArthur
CenterWe are looking forward to a
program of a canoe trip from several years
ago taken and presentedAssistant
Education Oficer Harold BarkerThank

you, Harold, for sharing this with us.

We are set up with Presbyterian Homes to
hold our monthly meetings at the
McArthur Center on the"®Tuesday of

each monthWe hope that this will
eliminate confusion and give stability to
our meetings. Howevewe do hope to
schedule a dinner meeting at a local
restaurant from time to time. See you at a
meeting soon!

This Month'&ctivities

Mar 5, 12, 18qgadron Boating Course
Colonial Bank
Lakeland, A
Orange Cup Regatta

LSPS General Meetintpo0
McArthur Center

Bridge Meetind.900

Porter Mc-Grath Health Center
Conference Room



SEO's
Message

Lt/C Richard Littrell, JN

As of this date we are into our fifth week

of the Squadron boating course, 19 March
will be our exam date. Even classses go by

fast.

The next Seamanship class will begin the
second Monday (9th) of March, and will
be held at the Porter Mc-Grath Health

Center Conference Room, from 1900 -
2100.This class is free to all members.

If you have not heard, USPS has produced

a new boating course book —America's
Boating Course 3rd Edition, which will

take the place of both the Boat Smart class

and the Squadron Boating Coursais
will be taught in either an 8 hour format,
or a 12 hour format. Great news for the

Squadrons, because we no longer need to

maintain two diferent couse manual/e
still need to work down the current
inventory of instructional books, but that
will occur during the course of our current

teaching programs and course schedules.

USPS has outdone themselves to bring
forward this new course with its
embellishmentsAnybody is welcome to
come to a boating class to see for

themselves what the new product will look

like. If you or your friends know of
anybody that would like to take a boating
class please let us know

Hope to see you at the next member
meeting on the 2n@luesday of the month,
and it will be at the McArthur Cente811
Lakeside Dr, Lakeland.

Prevailing Wind

Administrative
Officer

Lt/C Tom Larson, P

As your newly electeAdministrative
Officer (AO), it turns out, according to
the Operation3raining Manual, that |
am responsible for; membership, member benefits, leadershi
development, boating activities, and entertainment/meetings/
programs (note to self, next timead the manual befer
volunteering!) Whew thats a lot of stut

This month I'd like to concentrate on our Boatikgfivities and
C&R’s. First, a few observations about ougaorization:

- Lakeland Sail and Power Squadron has been around for -
long time, with lots of traditions such as; Chang&vatch,
Chili Dinner, Christmas Parf\Spring Conference, Orange
Cup Regatta fund raiseand Roan Soar fund raiser

- There is a “core” group that participate in many of these
events.

- Many of our active members are also members of\timeer
Haven Nautical Club.

- We have a very active training program.

When | look at all of this going on, | wonder how we can
encourage more of our members to particip&that can we do
differently this year for C&F to get more participation from
our membership?Vhat do our members want in their C&R’
Costal Cruising? Lake Cruising? More social events? Dinner
Cruise?

Some suggestions that | have heard are:
- Progressive dinner in membghomes.

- Party Cruise on some of our memisdaiger boats. (raft up
and have dinner?)

- Road trip to théquarium with lunch overlooking the bay

So, along those lines | would like to get feedback from our
membership on what you want this ye#teep all the traditional
events?Add some new ones? I'd like to ask each of you to dr
me an email, or call me, and let me know what you would like
see in the coming year for C&&R’ My goal is to have our
activities calendar for the upcoming year completed in time fo
the next newsletter



Page 3

Executive
Officer

At The Helm: by Bob Szt
Lt/C Bob Szrot, S

Apparently the time has come to moor the schooner and start
accomplishing some XO duties. | am looking forward this year to
growing and invigorating the Power Squadron. My plans include a
membership drive and general survey to find out what boaters “out
there” want in an @anizationAlso | would like to see more Power
Squadron events “on the water”.

My wife, Pachi, and | are fairly new to the Lakeland Power Squadron, but we are well versed at traveling from
my past engineering and construction projésts.have built wastewater plants as far north as Minnesota on
Lake Mille Lacs (200 sq miles / 38 feet deep) to having sabbatical as far south as PuekéRiaee lived in

the mountains of northern California building bridges over endangered salmon rivers Yoikesiate taking

out a dam to protect zebra mussels.

We have lived in Florida since 2003 in such places as Sun ‘n Lakes of Sebring ***
Dora, Orlando, and have finally been able to settle down in Eagle Lake ,
(overlooking the boat ramp — of course). Over the years we have talked about

watch the waves from our front pordhell folks, | believe we have found such a
place.

Working in Bartow as th¥ice President of Municipal Services for Moduss — an engineering, surveying, and
planning firm. | have the privilege of serving many Polk County citizens by developing and designing parks,
roads, sewer and water plants, and other municipal infrastructure. | have been a builder most of my life and a
engineer for the past 25 years. | have worked as a County enginlelés works directgrteacherand Federal
HighwayAdministration metro engineer

My love of boating and living on the water started at age 5 as all of my summers were spevtistansin

family cabin on Bufalo Lake. My boats ranged from a small row boat, a planning hull racing boat, and a
cathedral bottom speed boat. Half of my time was on the wheer
other half next to the water

Pachi and | graduated up to salt water sailing with our training at
the S. Petersbug Sailing Center and our accredited live aboard
course this pagtugust. Our plans are to get several small
businesses up and running from our historic home within the next
several years and then shift between cruising and manddieg.
option always exists to have a mobile engineerifigeotinder sail

to provide services throughout the Caribbédre sun is shining

the fair winds are blowing and we all have a great year to look
forward to — thank you for the honor of selecting me to serve as

your Executive Cffcer.
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Club work together to to refurbish the concession trailer

On a bright Saturday morning at
Don Cook's house on Lake Mirror
in Winter Haven, a small group of
volunteers gave our weather-worn
consession trailer a clean and
shiny new look. The work was
completed at the Winter Haven
Nautical Club, where the trailer is
stored. Mike and David put the
final touches to the job by
applying USPS logo, the LSPS
burgee and lettering that identifies
the organizations that sponsor our
fund-raising efforts around the
greater Polk County area. Orange
Cup attendees will be able to
purchase those juicy angus
burgers, chips and a soft drink out
of the beautifully decorated trailer
on the first weekend of March.

www.lakelandsailandpowerinfo
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